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FORTY-ONE REASONS YOU SHOULD BE BAPTIZED
By James E. Smith
A believer's baptism is an important moment
"He who believes and is baptized shall be
in his spiritual life according to the Bible. saved" (Mark 16:16).
Study the following references on the 4. Because baptism is linked with repentance
subject. If you are a believer and have never and the forgiveness of sins in the teaching of
obeyed Christ in Christian baptism you the Apostles. "Repent and be baptized for the
should seek out a faithful
remission (forgiveness)
Christian to baptize you.
of sins. . . " (Acts 2:38).
1. Because Jesus
5. Because baptism is
commanded it. He
essential to receiving
commanded his disciples
the "Gift of the Holy
to baptize those whom
Spirit" (Acts 2:38). See
they had taught. (Matt.
also Acts 19:3 -5
28:19) The implication is
6. Because in baptism
that those who have been
our sins are washed
taught the Gospel should
away (Acts 22:16), not
willingly submit to
by the water, but by the
Christian baptism.
blood of Jesus.
2. Because Jesus
7. Because in baptism
modeled it. Though
we call on the name of
sinless, he walked
the Lord. "Arise and be
seventy miles to be
baptized, calling on the
baptized by John in the river Jordan in order name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16) Baptism is
to fulfill all righteousness (Matthew 3:13- like an action prayer. In this act we call upon
15) If it was the right thing for him to do, God to fulfill all the promises which he has
how much more is it vital for sinners such as made to us through Christ. Such calling upon
we.
the Lord is essential to our salvation.
3. Because baptism is coupled with faith and 8. Because in baptism we are brought into
linked to salvation in the teaching of Jesus. spiritual contact with the blood of Jesus. We

are "baptized into his death" where his
precious blood was shed. (Romans 6:3)
9. Because in baptism we act out the burial of
Jesus. (Romans 6:4) We are "buried" with
him.
10. Because in baptism we act out the
resurrection of Jesus. (Romans 6:4) We are
raised with him.
11. Because in baptism we mark the formal
beginning of a new life in Christ. (Romans
6:4) After our baptism we walk in "newness
of life."
12. Because in baptism we come "into Jesus
Christ" where there is salvation and blessing
(Romans 6:3; Galatians 3:27)
13. Because in baptism we demonstrate our
hope in the resurrection of the righteous
(Romans 6:5).
14. Because in baptism we "put on Christ"
(Galatians 3:27) As a garment provides
protection from the elements, so Christ
provides spiritual protection to those who
wear him. As a uniform identifies a soldier as
the member of a particular army, so the one
who puts on Christ testifies to the world of
his spiritual allegiance.
15. Because in baptism we complete the
process of the new birth which began when
the Holy Spirit-inspired word was implanted
in our hearts.
16. Because being born of water and the
Spirit is essential to entering Christ's
kingdom of salvation. "Except a man be born
of the water and the Spirit he cannot enter the
kingdom of heaven." (John 3:5)
17. Because in baptism we experience the
circumcision of Christ in which the sins of

the flesh are removed in the sight of God.
(Colossians 2:11-12)
18. Because in baptism we are "raised with
Him" through faith in the operation of God,
i.e., baptism demonstrates in the physical
realm our faith about what God is doing in
the spiritual realm when we are baptized.
(Colossians 2:12)
19. Because baptism is a necessary
prerequisite to be counted among the
followers of Chris t. "Those who received his
message were baptized, and about three
thousand were added to their number that
day" (Acts 2:41)
20. Because even Holy Spirit baptism is no
substitute for obedience to Christ in water
baptism. After Cornelius and his household
were baptized in the Holy Spirit, Peter
"ordered that they be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ" (Acts 2:41)
21. Because even the baptism of John the
Baptist was no substitute for Christian
baptism (Acts 19:3-5). Merely being
immersed is not Christian baptism!
22. Because when people in the first century
believed the Gospel they were baptized
immediately (Acts 8:36; 19:5) The action
must have been considered very important.
23. Because baptism was a prominent part of
the preaching about Jesus. Philip preached
"Jesus" to the Ethiopian. As part of his
message he must have spoken of the
importance of baptism. At the first
opportunity the Ethiopian asked, "See, here
is water. What would hinder me from being
baptized" (Acts 8:35-36).
24. Because if one believes that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of the Living God, there is
nothing to hinder his baptism. (Acts 8:38-37)
This means that those incapable of believing
in Jesus are not proper candidates for
Christian baptism. While teaching about the
significance of baptism is important, one
need not know all there is to know on the
subject because he submits to the Lord in this
act.
25. Because baptism leads to a realization
that one has obeyed the Lord, hence to joy
(Acts 8:39). The newly baptized Ethiopian
"went on his way rejoicing."
26. Because baptism, being the final act of a
series of initial responses to the Gospel,
saves us. The Apostle Peter declared
"baptism now saves us" (1 Peter 3:21).
27. Because baptism one is following the
prompting of a good conscience. It is
evidence that one is sincerely trying to do
exactly what the Lord commanded. (1 Peter
3:21)
28. Because we are baptized in the name (by
the authority) of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. (Matthew 28:19) Baptism is the only
act commanded by all three persons of the
Godhead.
29. Baptism is the natural result of having
believed the preaching of the good news
about the Kingdom of God. "When they
believed Philip as he preached the good news
of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized . . . " (Acts 8:12)
30. Because baptism is required of all
believers regardless of sex, or race or
economic status. ". . . they were baptized,
both men and women" (Acts 8:12). "We

were all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, slave or free" (1
Corinthians 12:13)
31. Because we are baptized in (or into) the
name of the Lord and King Jesus (Acts
8:16). Jesus is Lord, and baptism is the
pledge of our loyalty to our new King.
32. Because miraculous healing is no
substitute for obedience in baptism. (Acts
9:18) Miraculous events do not prove that
our sins have been forgiven. God's gracious
actions should make one even more anxious
to obey this simple command.
33. Because baptism is the natural response
of a heart opened by the Lord. (Acts 16:1415). Through the gospel, the Lord opened
Lydia's heart to respond to Paul's message.
She responded by being baptized.
34. Because baptism is coupled with faith in
the reports of salvation in the book of Acts.
"Many of the Corinthians heard him [Paul],
believed, and were baptized. (Acts 18:8).
35. Because baptism is the antetype of the
crossing of the Red Sea. (1 Corinthians
10:2). Just as Israel left the bondage of Egypt
by passing through the sea, so we also leave
the bondage of sin to enter into a new
relationship with God in baptism.
36. Because baptism is the antetype of the
waters of Noah's flood. (1 Peter 3:20-21).
Just as the waters removed Noah from a
sinful world, so in baptism we pass from a
sinful state to a forgiven one.
37. Because baptism is the result of the work
of the Spirit on the heart and mind through
the Word. "We were all baptized by one
Spirit into one body." (1 Corinthians 12:13)

38. Because there is One Baptism which has
been required since the first century and shall
be required until the Lord returns. "One
Lord, one faith, one baptism" (Ephesians
4:5)
39. Because before we draw near in our
service as priests to God, our bodies must be
washed as well as hearts sprinkled. "Let us
draw near to God with a sincere heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed
with pure water" (Hebrews 10:22). The text
suggests that the sprinkling of the heart for
cleansing and the washing of the body take
place simultaneously.
40. Because baptism is one of three
contemporary witnesses to the deity of
Christ. "For there are three who bear witness,
the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the
three agree in one." (1 John5:8) For nearly
twenty centuries the act of baptism has been
picturing the central fact of redemption, viz,
the burial and resurrection of Christ. The
Spirit witnesses through the Word. The
Lord's Supper bears testimony to the blood.
41. Because baptism is the gracious
provision of a gracious God. "He saved us,
not because of righteous things we had done,
but because of his mercy, he saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal
by the Holy Spirit" (Titus 3:5). The text
suggests that the renewal of the Holy Spirit
follows the washing of rebirth. (baptism)
In view of these 41 Biblical reasons, why not
decide this very hour to "Arise and be
baptized, washing away your sins, calling on

the name of the Lord" (Acts 22:16)
Via: Restoration Herald - October 1995.
FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION - WHY
DENOMINATIONS DON’T OBEY
ANY OF THESE SIMPLE
COMMANDS!
HOW OLD W ERE YOU W HEN BAPTIZED?

“The Church and parents would deny a child the
priceless grace of becoming a child of God were
they not to confer Baptism shortly after birth"
(Catechism Of The Catholic Church)
"baptism works forgiveness of sins, delivers
from death and gives eternal salvation and that
infant baptism is God pleasing because persons
so baptised were reborn and sanctified by the
Holy Spirit". (Luther Small and Large
Catechism)
“Thus, our doctrine as Presbyterians is that
something happens when an infant is baptised
and the grace promised by the Holy Ghost is
conferred to the infant. However, this grace does
not come into effect immediately and will
actually become effective at some future point in
time according to God's own will.”
(Westminster Confession pg 16)
IS THIS OLD ENOUGH TO:
Hear the word of the Lord (Acts 16:31-33; Rom.
10:17) Believe in Jesus as the Son of God (Mark
16:15-16) Repent of sins (Acts 2:38) Confess
with the mouth that Jesus is Lord (Acts 8:37;
Rom 10:9-10)
The Westminster Confession of Faith
"Dipping of the person into the water is not
necessary; the Baptism is rightly administered by
pouring or sprinkling water upon the person" par. 6.141, Presbyterian Book of Confessions,
1967 ed.
DOCTRINES OF M EN OR DOCTRINE OF
GOD?

